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No entry: District office denies Burmese community
workers right to participate in National AIDS Seminar

"BURMA SPOTUGHT" - Reporting from the Thai National

AIDS Seminar Bangkok, 29-31 March 2011 “dOJWI” - SIUIUANNINUAUUUINSSOUBD
|sansmanannSJ|nw 29-31 UWAU 2554

wednemn lisunnaBrmasowihaesauRmIu
oguvululneisoumsauuunssaunagealsaiond

By Wisa S.

o0 community workers were denied permission to enter
_l_\:hailand by the head of a district in Tak province, bordering
to Karen State in Burma to travel to Bangkok to attend the
Thailand National AIDS Conference Xlll on the ground that
any Burmese-related organization working on the ground in
migrant communities cannot be granted permission at this
time, allegedly for fear that the ‘activists’ might infiltrate their

ranks.

The denial was irrevocable despite the fact that the
women had a formal letter of invitation from the Ministry of
Public Health (MoPH) and a letter of recommendation from
the Thai Youth Volunteer Group; their organization had
recently won a prestigious international award for its outstand-
ing work; both women possessed official ten-years’ stay
permits for refugees fleeing from war zones; they lived and
worked among PLHIV, loved and respected by the commu-
nity; and one of them had adopted a Burmese child who had
been trafficked into Thailand.

Two women of Burmese origin who both have been
living and working in Thailand for over ten years are doing
exactly what this year conference highlights: “AIDS rights are
human rights. Join to protect and respond”. They protect over
300 migrant women and children from Burma affected by HIV
and AIDS through dedicated work of a Thailand-based non-
profit organization and by doing so, they respond to their
HIV- and other health-related needs through various projects
and activities such as safe houses, shelters, orphanages, HIV
awareness raising, prevention workshops, peer educators and

other trainings that reach out to over 20,000 people.

It is unacceptable that two hard-working, worthy in-
dividuals like this — employed by an organization implementing
complex, effective and very necessary interventions (helping

[0e 3and 4.

Thai society by taking over that responsibility!) and expressly
invited by our MoPH — should be robbed of the right to move
around freely, and to thus be unable to attend the National
AIDS Conference, a gathering that aims to bring together as
many different individuals and groups as possible to learn from
one another and to share a wide range information, news,
practices and experiences on HIV and AIDS from across the
country where tolerance and openness to the differences are

celebrated.
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